Hawkshaw House


Hawkshaw and its history
By David Bird

May 2008
The house named ‘Hawkshaw’ in Crieff was built by David Porteous in the early 1800s. He acquired the original property on 5th March 1810 (Sasines Reversions et cetera held at Perth for the shire of Perth {folios 275 to 282}. The exact date of construction is unknown but likely shortly after the acquisition of the land.
The house is shown on the first known map of Crieff of 1822 (Wood’s Plan), titled by the name of the owner ‘Porteous’, and standing alone to the West of the town at the top left hand corner of the map.
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Note that the house was accessed from Comrie road.
The style of the house is Georgian and is fairly unique in the area. The subsequent construction of housing around Hawkshaw was of Victorian style. The Crieff Statutory List (relating to the house’s B listing) states that Hawkshaw Cottage was the coach house and that the building opposite on Comrie Road was the gardener’s cottage.

It is suggested also that the staircase may have been introduced by Thomas McAinsh (who owned the house during the 1930s and 1940s) who was a timber merchant at Balgowan. He was also known to have introduced some garden statuary. Whether introduced by TH or not it is of Georgian style and very similar to the one in ‘The Georgian House’ by Steven Parishen - page 146.
David Porteous
David Porteous was christened in Crieff on 30th March 1771, son of Alexander Porteous and Jean Sharp (married in Crieff on 3rd June 1770). He appears to be the only child of Alexander and Jean. Alexander’s marriage was only the second recorded Porteous in Crieff (the first being the marriage of Mary Porteous and Thomas Holburn on 1st October 1768 – maybe the sister of Alexander). The origin of Alexander is as yet undetermined.

David Porteous married Mary Drummond on 31st January 1796 in Crieff. 

They appear to have had six children: 

Alexander 
christened 1st February 1797
Helen

christened 4th February 1799

John

christened 29th November 1801

David

christened 7th June 1803
James

christened 14th June 1805
William
christened 13th October 1807
In the Baptism parish records it records David Porteous as a Brewer. On the 1822 map of Crieff there is a brewery across the road from Hawkshaw in Milnab Street. Also in Milnab Road below Hawkshaw lived two ‘Drummond’s’ between a Porteous – perhaps these are the parents of David and Mary.
An Alexander Porteous (connection undetermined) published ‘A brief history of Crieff’ in 1912.
House name

It is highly likely that David Poteous named the house Hawkshaw as a result of the history of the Porteous family.

A place called Hawkshaw is the ancestral family home of the Porteous family. It lies on the River Tweed just two miles southwest of Tweedsmuir in the Scottish Borders and dates from at least 1439. Historically part of Peeblesshire, the original village of Hawkshaw was destroyed when the Fruid Reservoir was constructed in 1963.

A fortified tower stood on a hill overlooking the village for hundreds of years, although nothing remains of it now. The site is marked with a cairn, built from stones from the original tower, and plays host to a gathering of Porteous family members from all over the world every five years. The September 2005 gathering attracted seventy family members from five continents, and a short religious service was followed by the laying of a wreath at the cairn, in memory of all fallen Porteous servicemen and women.

The tower was probably one of a series of so-called Peel towers, small fortified keeps built along the Scottish Borders, intended as watch towers where signal fires could be lit to warn of approaching danger.

A line of these towers was built in the 1430s across the Tweed valley from Berwick to its source, as a response to the dangers of invasion from the English Borders. Hawkshaw was one of over two dozen of these in Peeblesshire alone. 

Source: Wikapeadia
Porteous family 

The earliest records for members of the Porteous family in Peeblesshire date back to the early part of the fifteenth century.

The earliest possible reference, according to Lord Lyon King of Arms in Edinburgh, is to a Guillaume Porteuse (later William Porteous), who arrived from Normandy c 1400 under the patronship of the wealthy Fraise family (later to become the Frasers). They had already settled in parts of lowland Scotland, having been granted lands by the King.

The early meaning of the name Porteuse (from the French) was indeed possibly of 'courier' or 'messenger'. But in Scotland, they turned their hand to other trades. In the days when the glens and hamlets of Tweeddale and, later, Annandale were much more densely populated than today, they seem to have pursued various occupations – from millers and blacksmiths to ministers of religion. The home of the Porteous family for many hundreds of years was Hawkshaw in Peeblesshire. 
During the eighteenth century there began a massive migration of families from Scotland, initially to England and Ireland – and eventually to the New World and the newly discovered countries of the British Empire.

Source: Wikapedia

The town of Hawkshaw (in Tweedsmuir Parish)
‘hawk shaw/copse’: OE hafoc, ON haukr ‘hawk’ and OE scaga, ON skag ‘shaw’

Also known as Glengonvir (Glengonar) and including Carterhope and Fingland, the lands of ‘Hawkeschaws’ were old £15 lands. The oild peel by the Hawkshaw Burn may once have been used as a hunting lodge by David I (reigned 1124-1153), near an ancient chapel and burial-ground.

Robert I The Bruce (reigned 1306-1319) granted superiority of the lands to Sir David de Lindsay, Lord of Crawford. He held it in return for ‘homage and service, and the service of two archers in the King’s host’ and ‘blench payment of 1d silver and one suit at the court to be holden at Crawford after the feast of Pasch[Easter]’. The superiority continued with the Lindsay family, and after they became Earls of Crawford, until 1496 when with the rest of the Crawford-Lindsay barony it was alienated to Archibald Douglas, 5th Earl of Angus whose family retained the superiority of the lands for the next few centuries. In 1400 after agreement that Robert Maxwell son of Sir John of Maxwell, Lord of Nether Pollock, should have ‘Hawkschawland, Fynglen, and Carterhope in Twede muir’ the lands were held by the Maxwell family for over two hundred years. 

In 1635 they were transferred to Sir William Murray of Stanhope Bt, in 1738 to James Stewart, 5th Earl of Galloway and in 1763 to William Loch, writer in Edinburgh.
In the 15th century the property was sub-fueued to the Porteous family, remaining with their descendants until the second half of the 18th century. The marriage of Henrietta Porteous and Michael Anderson of Tushielaw in the 17th century led to the disposal of the property. Their son’s trustees sold Hawkshaw out of the family in the 1760s to William Loch, writer at Paterson’s court, Edinburgh.

Source: The Tweedie Family, a genealogy, McNicholas, Tweedie & Wyckoff, 2005 (www.tweedie.com/TweedieBook.pdf).
Owners of Hawkshaw House
5th March 1810, David Porteous & Mary Drummond

3rd April 1881 Helen J Joss *1
1890 Reverend IAL Campbell *2

?????  Miss Agnes Maria Ann Keightley

16th May 1923, Mrs Catherine Gillies or Denholm or Ewing
1930s and 1940s Thomas McAinsh
????? Mrs Jessie McAinsh & Peter McAinsh,
7th Dec 1982, Mrs Margarte Lawrie Nielson, £50,000 (then split Hawkshaw & Merlin cottage)
27th August 1984 Gordon Campbell & Mrs Christine Campbell (Merlin?) £37,250.
28th June 1989 Mr & Mrs Robert J Dewar (Hawkshaw) £137,000.
Aug 2004, Mr David Bird & Sandra Rankine (Hawkshaw)
Oct 2007 Mr David Bird & Sandra Rankine (Merlin) 
*1 1881 census shows Helen J Joss (41 unmarried) as house head (with income from dividends). She had a general domestic servant – Anne Runcie (26 unmarried). A gardener James Tainsh and wife Margaret are also listed under Hawkshaw (maybe in Hawkshaw Cottage).
*2 Granted permission to lay flagstones as Coldwells at his own expense 8th Sept 1890 – could not find him in 1891 census in Crieff.

Changes to the House

Although uncertain, it appears that the house was constructed in two or three stages.

The house was split in two (Hawkshaw and Merlin Cottage) in 1983. Six entrances between the houses were blocked up and new stairs were installed in Merlin. A bathroom was added to the front left bedroom (facing the house) in Hawkshaw.
11th December 1990 a conservatory was added to the house.
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